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WHAT DOES THE BAR DO?
• "the preservation and protection of the old historic or 

architecturally worthy structures and quaint 

neighborhoods which impart a distinct aspect to the 

city and which serve as visible reminders of the 

historical and cultural heritage of the city, the state, 

and the nation.“

• review new construction, alterations, renovations, 

and demolitions visible from the public right-of-way.

• 5 historic Districts;

• Old and Historic District

• Old City District

• Historic Corridor District

• Historic Materials Demolition Purview

• Landmark Overlay District

• BAR-L and BAR-S Boards members are all volunteers 



SEC 1.NAVIGATING THE  BAR 

WEBPAGE & HELPFUL RECOURSES

 Meeting schedule, agenda, and 

image overview

 Links to youtube livestream

 Link to public comments

 Customer Self Service Portal (CSS)

 City Calendar



SEC 1.NAVIGATING THE  BAR 

WEBPAGE &HELPFUL RECOURSES CONT.

 BAR info

 Meeting 
dates/deadlines

 Fee schedule

 Jurisdiction 
chart/map

 BAR applications

 Submittal 
Requirements 

 Policy statements, 
standards & 
principles

 Demo purview

 Signs

 Staff reviews

 Resources

 Architectural 
inventories  





SEC 2. PERMIT CENTER 

How do i apply for a permit?

 In person at 2 George Street

 Via the CSS Portal

 Emailing all documents to 

permits@charleston-sc.gov

What can you do in the Permit Center?

 Permits for:

 Repairs in-kind

 Minor alterations

 Repainting and paint color change

 Fences, walls, sitework

 View property files

 Speak with a BAR staff member

What should I bring to the permit center?

 Proper applications and documents for 
all applicable departments

 See “Permit submittal requirements” (PDF)

 PHOTOS!

 Bring photos showing all areas of 
proposed exterior work

 Color change? Have the Brand, color 
name, and manufacturer number

Here’s what can’t be done in the Permit Center 

mailto:permits@charleston-sc.gov


SEC 3. PERMIT SETS & BAR 

LARGE/SMALL BOARD  PROJECTS 
 Reviews that can not be handled in the Permit 

Center:

 Submittals for alterations and repairs that contain 
large drawing sets

 Sign permits 

 Submittals with complex scopes of work

 All submittals requiring BAR Board level review

 See “staff review” PDF 

 All alterations to category 1 & 2 buildings *does not 
include in-kind repairs, signage, or painting

 Staff  may refer any application to the Board, 
applicants may appeal any staff decision to the 
Board

 All demolitions in the Historic Districts will be 
reviewed by the appropriate Board

 "demolition" means the removal of an entire 
structure or a substantial portion of a structure visible 
from the public right-of-way or a substantial portion 
of features of a structure that are visible from the 
public rights-of-way that define its historic 
architectural character, such as roofs, columns, 
balustrades, chimneys, siding, windows, doors, 
shutters, site walls, fences and other unique 
architectural features, which if lost, would 
compromise the historic architectural character of 
the structure.

Permits@charleston-sc.gov

mailto:Permits@charleston-sc.gov


SEC 4. FAQS
 The BAR does not have pre-approved paint colors

 No really, there are not 50 different colors, 32 of which are shades of white

 The BAR cannot tell you what to do inside your house

 You can repair your house with in-kind materials

 You can build an addition to your house so long as it is complimentary and subordinate 

 Some properties have Easements held by Historic Charleston Foundation and the 
Preservation Society of Charleston

 Approval from the easement hold is required before BAR can review

 If you are unsure if your property has an easement, you can contact the BAR



 The purview of the BAR is architecture only! 
Zoning topics such as parking, traffic, lot 
coverage and livability concerns are not 
under the jurisdiction of the BAR and 
cannot be considered by the BAR when 
making decisions

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

BAR agenda items 424 438 283 318 342 361 339

BAR staff reviews 1620 1348 1,391 1,425 1,501 1,959 2,166

TOTAL 2,044 1,786 1,391 1,743 1,843 2,320 2,505
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*To date

Please join us again

On March 6th

For  

“How to research your Historic property”


