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AGENDA

• West Ashley Restaurant Highlights
• WeShopSC – West Ashley Program
• West Ashley Parks Signage Update
• West Ashley Connects Update



WEST ASHLEY RESTAURANTS



West Ashley Restaurant Project:

West Ashley Restaurant Database:
• 247 operational restaurants

• 157 local (63.6%)
• 18 regional (7.3%)
• 72 national (29.1%)

Next steps for Restaurant Map:
Publicize map on city’s GIS and West Ashley website
Social media push with restaurant spotlights

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Summer intern project

DHEC Food Grades: Most current restaurant inspection/score grades
City Business license data / local news P&C articles, social media accounts, etc.



www.charleston-sc.gov/westashleyrestaurantmap

http://www.charleston-sc.gov/westashleyrestaurantmap




Why we chose to operate in West Ashley:

“The most rewarding thing is seeing families and repeat customers coming to our restaurant 
to enjoy a great meal. Having that sense of  community is really something else. “

“West Ashley feels a lot more local than other areas around Charleston. Here, businesses 
cater to the local community, whereas in other places, they cater to the steady stream of 
tourists. West Ashley has the feeling of  a small-town microcosm of  Charleston.”

“Restaurants can really change a neighborhood. When the right restaurant comes into a 
place, it can dramatically transform an area for the better. West Ashley is unique because, in 
a lot of places around town, there aren’t a whole lot of restaurants outside of the occasional 
fast-food chain. I’m excited to plant my business here to give residents a great culinary 
experience, and hopeful more local restaurants will continue to follow suit.” 



WESHOPSC - WEST ASHLEY



WeShopSC

New statewide program
Supports local businesses
Virtual marketplace
Intended for entrepreneurs and artisans



WeShopSC – Small Business Features

• Free business profiles
– Upload photos, videos, events, and more
– Multiple templates and tools created from Canva and Google 

Docs available for use
– Can be used as the main website for businesses to expand 

their voice
• No fees charged per sale to client

– Other locations charge a percentage fee per sale to clients
– WeShop offers 3 tiers of membership



3 Tierd System







https://weshopsc.com/r/hausful/charleston/


Next steps in Early 2024

A. Marketing material on how to set up profiles

B. City led webinar in Spring 24 for WeShopSC

C. Outreach to small businesses and eblasts for promotion



WEST ASHLEY GREENWAY/BIKEWAY SIGNAGE
Fully funded for full sign package
Future steps: Charleston Water 
Systems Encroachments

Starting 2024 placement



WEST ASHLEY GATEWAY SIGNAGE





WEST ASHLEY CONNECTS UPDATE



Received duel grants from Rotary 
Club of  St. Andrews - Charleston
- Grant is for $4500.00
- Specific for signage and beautification for 

the entrance into Ardmore to include sign 
temporary plantings at “twin trees” on white 
oak at bikeway crossing. Temporary 
painting on white oak on the crossing for 
bikeway.

- Replacing small wooden “blessing box” at 
Bessingers, with new “blessing box” at 
Bessingers

Hemmingwood Sign Restoration underway
- Refurbishing existing sign with new paint 

coating
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