
COMPOSTING HOME FOOD SCRAPS WORKSHOP

CITY OF CHARLESTON - CHARLESTON COUNTY - FOLLY BEACH  
ISLE OF PALMS -  MOUNT PLEASANT -  SULLIVAN’S ISLAND 1



Agenda
1. Composting 101

2. Food Scrap Drop Off Program 

a. How commercial composting works

b. Accepted items for composting

3. Composting at Home

4. Questions

PICK UP YOUR FREE CADDY!  

One per household, please.
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Team Effort: Thanks Partners!

…and more!
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Source: EPA 4

FOOD is the NUMBER 1 
item found in landfills!

Food Scraps make up over 
25% of our garbage!
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PREVENTING FOOD WASTE 
IS THE 
FIRST 
STEP
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Composting 101 

Composting is the natural process 
of recycling organic matter, such as 
food scraps, into a valuable soil 
amendment. 

The resulting decomposed matter, 
is called compost. 

It is rich in nutrients and can be 
used as a natural fertilizer.
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Food buried in a landfill does not receive 

oxygen. Instead of decomposing naturally, 

trapped food rots in layers of trash, producing

METHANE*

CLIMATE
CHANGE

How does sending food scraps to 
the landfill create methane?

*over 25x more 
harmful than C02
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Composting has 
multiple benefits!

DID YOU KNOW?

The Charleston 
region throws away 
over 30,000 TONS of 
food each year?
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● Reduces trash expenses, saving landfill 
space and taxpayer dollars 

● Protects against flooding, compost 
absorbs lots of water

● Combats climate change, by reducing 
methane

● Saves plants and animals, from chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides



Food Scrap 
Drop Off Program
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COMPOST COMPOST 

Food Scrap 
Drop Site
Corrine Jones Park
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Visit any drop site 
you choose.

Utilize your freezer 
between trips!

Food Scrap Carts 
are serviced at 
least 2x/week
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Pour loose food 
scraps into cart 

or 

Bin liner bag ok if 
certified BPI 
Compostable 

Putting Food Scraps in Carts
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6 Partners Team Up 
on a Regional Effort!

Drop Site Map on 
Website Includes:
● Address
● Directions
● Hours Open
● Contact Info
● Picture

Zoom In & Click!
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Interactive Map of Drop Sites

20                 
Food Scrap 

Drop-Off 
Options 

https://charleston-sc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Embed/index.html?webmap=de540deec7dc4211ab7946ad215ebc10&extent=-80.405,32.4651,-79.3908,32.9429&zoom=true&scale=true&disable_scroll=false&theme=light


West Ashley 
Farmers Market

Occurs seasonally 

Wednesdays from 
3-7pm 

at Ackerman Park
15http://www.charlestonfarmersmarket.com/

http://www.charlestonfarmersmarket.com/
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Contaminated carts must be landfilled.  
So, carts are kept locked!

Lock Code
● To obtain code, sign up (it’s free) 

and complete training. (10 mins)

● Please do not share code, 
encourage others to sign up!

● CODE WORKS ON ALL CARTS

 Locked lids
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Freeze scraps if you can’t 

get to the carts right away.

Ok to drop off frozen scraps.
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ONLINE RESOURCE:
Managing 
Fruit Flies

https://www.charleston-sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/32222/Managing-Fruit-Flies-in-Your-Kitchen-Compost-Bin
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/32222/Managing-Fruit-Flies-in-Your-Kitchen-Compost-Bin


Achieved 2022 & 2023 Goals!

2024 Goal:
Divert 200 tons of Food Scraps 
from the Landfill

Program data is available in 
an interactive format online.  

CLICK for each site’s data. 20

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmI5ZGQxMDYtNThmZi00NTExLTkwZDktNjgzZTM5MTg1ZWI4IiwidCI6ImRhMDFjYTNmLTZhMjctNGNmYS1hYmY4LTFjYTcwMzY1YmEyYSJ9


Free SWAG, While Supplies Last 
To Help You Get Started Composting!

Kitchen Compost CaddySample of Compostable 
Liner Bags (BPI Certified)
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To sign up and get 
lock code, visit:

charleston-sc.gov/
compost
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https://www.charleston-sc.gov/1557/Composting
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/1557/Composting


How the Bees Ferry Compost 
Facility Works: 

This commercial facility expedites the 
process with technology and equipment!  
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How to turn this into this instead of this!!
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How does the Composting Magic work?



COLLECT DROP OFF

THE COMPOST CYCLE

PROCESS
ADD COMPOST 
TO GARDEN

HAUL

GROW
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ENJOY
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Bees Ferry Compost Facility Operations Overview
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Separate piles are kept 
for yard vs. food debris.  

As they are different 
ingredients in recipe.

● Yard Debris is 
ground finely with a 
wood chipper.

● Food Waste is 
covered so birds 
don’t eat it!

Mix at 10:1 ratio.
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Bees Ferry Compost Facility Operations Overview
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The mixture of food and 
yard debris is placed 

into WINDROWS to start 
processing into compost.

After reaching 131 
degrees F, these piles 
remain hot for 15 days 
and are flipped 5 times 

to add oxygen.
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Then the mixture 
is moved to 

AERATED STATIC PILES 
for 30 days to cure.

Oxygen is pushed into the 
piles from perforated 

pipes at the base.

It expedites the process 
with continuous oxygen.

Bees Ferry Compost Facility Operations Overview



30
30

Once all regulatory 
requirements are met, 
compost is SCREENED 

and ready to sell.

So only 45 Days 
to make compost!  

That’s why BPI Certification 
is key, so products will 
break down in 45 days.

Bees Ferry Compost Facility Operations Overview
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Bees Best Compost Is Available Locally!

Complete the Compost Loop, Use It!  

BeesBestCompost.com

● Local retailers sell it in bulk

● Fill 5 gal buckets for $1/ea at Bees Ferry

http://www.beesbestcompost.com/
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Have Questions?

TAKE A FREE TOUR!

Pro tip: attendees 
can fill up two 5-gal 
buckets of compost, 

for FREE!



Items Bees Ferry Accepts 
for Composting

Each commercial facility is different. 
Accepted items are based on their 

certifications and processing ability.
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34EXCEPT, Recycle Oyster Shells
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*

When in doubt, 
leave it out!

or ask
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Avoid Contamination 
or Carts are Landfilled!

Common Contamination:

�NO Plastic bags 

�NO Bread Ties and tags

�NO Produce stickers

�NO Rubber bands 
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Bag liners MUST have this logo!

Biodegradable 
is NOT the same as 
BPI Compostable!

It has no tested date 
requirement!

BPI Certified 
Compostable products 

have been tested to 
break down in 45 Days.
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Accounting Manager & Customer Relations

smartrecyclingus.com

(888) 304-6912

Meghan McGillLETTUCE 

COMPOST 

TOGETHER!

Smart Recycling services commercial customers, including 
many restaurants in the Charleston area!
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COMPOSTING 
AT HOME

With a little help from your friends at

an
d

40



41

3:1 Ratio 

Add more Air by turning regularly 

Water from rain/ humidity is 
usually enough 3 parts Browns : 1 part Greens 
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433:1 Ratio 
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NOT RECOMMENDED IN HOME COMPOST PILES
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They work in some piles, if covered and protected from rodents.

● Fish, Meats or Bones

● Dairy Products

● Oily Foods

● Grease/Cooking Oil
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ALWAYS AVOID CONTAMINATION THOUGH!

● Plastic bags and wrap

● Coated paper

● Sawdust or shavings 
from painted or treated 
wood

● Evergreen leaves



 AT-HOME COMPOSTING TECHNIQUES AND BINS 
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YES, A PILE IS FINE! 



USE YOUR COMPOST!

48



 Follow updates:

 INSTA: @SustainabilityCHS

 FB: @SustainableCharleston
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  QUESTIONS?

Thanks for doing 
the ROT thing!

 charleston-sc.gov/compost

https://www.charleston-sc.gov/1557/Composting

