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The First Permanent Colonial Settlement in the Carolinas – Charles Towne Landing 1670

N



Agriculture, Industry, and Transit – A History of  West Ashley
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Agriculture, Industry, and Transit – A History of  West Ashley

Truck FarmingConnection to the Peninsula



Automobiles and Residential Growth of West Ashley



West Ashley and Residential Growth in 1935



With Residential Growth came Commercial Opportunities – Avondale 1940’s



West Ashley’s Neighborhoods Continued to Expand in 1954

South Windermere Shopping Center
(Under Construction)



The Economic and Housing Prosperity Continued through the 1970’s



The 1980’s brought Citadel Mall



West Ashley is Funky, Fresh, and Fun with Areas such as Avondale and the Coburg Cow



West Ashley has Charming Residential Homes and Wonderful Lifestyle Amenities



But West Ashley also has Sprawl and some Older Strip Centers are Vacating



West Ashley also has Traffic Congestion Issue and Flooding Problems



The City had Done Smaller Studies for West Ashley Throughout the 1990’s



Then two more Small Area Plans but what was becoming apparent was West Ashley needed…



A Dedicated Master Plan to Study ALL Its Areas.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-sUlbvKDzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-sUlbvKDzM


Master Plan Process

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS

Site visit, review plans, gather 

info, meet with city, steering 

committee & stakeholders. 

Community kick-off event.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Community meetings, 

public workshop/visioning 

open houses, hands-on 

design

DRAFT MASTER PLAN

Refine plan graphics, draft 

plan doc, review with City, 

WARC, public, & 

stakeholders.

How does a Master Plan come into Being?



Through the Passion and Dedication of Citizens – West Ashely Revitalization Commission Members



66 community engagement events

4 community workshop meetings(spring)

6 day public charrette

25 meetings with stakeholders

3 workshops (fall)

7 farmers market booths

4 coffee talks

3 Lunch & learns

2 neighborhood meetings

9 WARC meetings

3 business meetings



Plan West Ashley was the LARGEST Public Engagement Project the City has ever Undertaken

Mayor Tecklenburg and Councilmember Moody at a Coffee Talk



We Went Out into the Community to Reach Everyone we Could.



And the Community Came out to Have Their Voices Heard



We Sat With the Community and Listened and Learned



We then Took What we Heard and Presented it back to the Public



The Commission Vetted what was Gathered and Decided to Move it Along



Master Plan Process

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS

Site visit, review plans, gather 

info, meet with city, steering 

committee & stakeholders. 

Community kick-off event.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Community meetings, 

public workshop/visioning 

open houses, hands-on 

design

DRAFT MASTER PLAN

Refine plan graphics, draft 

plan doc, review with City, 

WARC, public, & 

stakeholders.

And then with the Public We Took our Findings to City Council for Adoption



What is The Plan?



West Ashley that will be
To Invest where It Makes the Most Sense



To look at Under Utilized Grey Sites (Redevelopment)

Citadel Mall in 2018



And Imagine them More Vibrant

Filling in The Parkinglots with Mixed-Use offices, retail, and residential structures



More Productive and Thriving

Addition of Community Facilities and Spurred Development Across Orleans Road



While Showing How to Address Complex Issues in a Sustainable Way

Red Indicates Potential Parking Areas



West Ashley that will be
Showing How we Can Better Use our Roadways



Giving Examples of how to Grow from a Personal Vehicle Centered Roadway



To a Roadway for Transit, Cyclists, and Beautification



And Eventually Grow into a Full Transit System for all Mobility Options 



West Ashley that will be
It Used Advanced LIDAR Technology to See Where the Highground Is Located



The Plan Envisions how to Turn Stormwater Retention into a Property Amenity



Current Condition of Tiger Swamp Drainage Channel – A Ditch to Move Water



Tiger Swamp Boardwalk – A Water Conveyance System that Doubles as a Nature Path



The Plan looks at Intersection on the Highground Areas



And Gives Ideas for How they can Develop a more Robust Economy 



Preserving Character for Residential while also Increasing Options for Living



PUBLIC REVIEW OF 

MASTER PLAN

Present draft plan to 
community and WARC revise 

and produce final draft. 
Present final draft to 

Planning Commission & City 
Council.

ADOPTION OF MASTER 

PLAN

City Council adopts 

master  plan.

IMPLEMENTATION

Put in place policies for 

plan implementation. 

Prioritize and begin 

projects. 

Master Plan Process

With The Plan in Place what Happens Now?





Charleston Parks Conservancy has Completed their Master Plan – March 2019



Their Master Plan Follows the Above Principles



And Envisions how to Best Utilize the Trail System and Make Safer Crossings



To see the Master Plan Visit the Charleston Parks Conservancy Website

https://downloads.ctfassets.net/1yzmw8y5qtgo/dLk3260w1gFcRUJ20j9De/a3110ed43c292381c61a603202859bd9/WAGmasterplanreport_02282019-compressed.pdf
https://downloads.ctfassets.net/1yzmw8y5qtgo/dLk3260w1gFcRUJ20j9De/a3110ed43c292381c61a603202859bd9/WAGmasterplanreport_02282019-compressed.pdf
https://downloads.ctfassets.net/1yzmw8y5qtgo/dLk3260w1gFcRUJ20j9De/a3110ed43c292381c61a603202859bd9/WAGmasterplanreport_02282019-compressed.pdf


In 2007 the Northbridge Piggly Wiggly Closed; In 2017 the City of Charleston Purchased the Site



In 2018 County Transportation Began Studying a Realignment of SC7 & SC171



In June of 2018 the City Held a 3 Day Workshop to Gather Community Ideas for the Site



Over 100 Different Site Plans were Created; and over 927 Respondents for an Online Survey



In December 2018 the County had Public Input for 4 Roadway Realignment Options

More Information at: 
https://www.sc7andsc171intersection.com/

https://www.sc7andsc171intersection.com/


More Information at: http://www.designdivision.org/northbridge-gateway/

In December 2018 the City Showed the Results of the 3 Day Workshop

http://www.designdivision.org/northbridge-gateway/


More Information at: http://www.designdivision.org/northbridge-gateway/

In December 2018 the City Showed the Results of the 3 Day Workshop

http://www.designdivision.org/northbridge-gateway/


MUSC Announced they were Opening an Ambulatory Care Center in the Former JC Penny



MUSC and Trademark Properties are working to Transform the JC Penny Building



Into the MUSC West Campus



MUSC Will have Bring an Estimated 1000 Patients a Day to Citadel Mall



And will Employ Approximately 150-300 Staff



The Church Creek Drainage Tax Increment Financing District Created in December 2018



Charles River Labs, a Biotech Company that has been in West Ashley for 20 years

Current Location



Has Decided to Stay and Expand their Operations on Wappoo Road



Other West Ashley Implementation Initiatives Underway

o West Ashley Redevelopment Zoning Category 
will be put out for RFP

o Avondale Parking Study is on Going
o Citadel Mall Revitalization Efforts Continue
o New Stormwater Development Codes in 

Church Creek and the City
o Economic Outreach for Class A Office Spaces
o Transportation Initiatives:

o Additional Sidewalks being Planned and 
Built

o Additional Crosswalk and Pedestrian 
Safety Improvements

o Highway 17 Corridor Study
o Savannah Highway Capacity 

Improvement Study
o Glenn McConnell Widening

o Collaboration with West Ashley United and 
Charleston Parks Conservancy for Bikeway 
Entry Plaza

o Area Clean-Up Efforts are being put on by 
Keep Charleston Beautiful and West Ashley 
United

o New CARTA Station Locations are being 
Studies and Identified

o Community Events being Planned such as 
Longest Table

o Additional Affordable Housing Locations are 
being Pursued

o Close collaboration and Communication is 
continuing between the City, County, and 
other Agencies to Ensure a Cohesive and 
Unified Future for West Ashley
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