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Plastic Pollution Facts

• Over 300 million tons of new plastic is produced annually  
> 40% is single use plastic (SUP)1 

> ~9 MT enters the ocean every year = 1 garbage truck/min2 

• More than 100 billion SUP plastic bags are used in US annually 
> ~300 per person/year (conservative) 
> Used for only 12 minutes on average 

• SUP bags found to be 2nd most harmful to marine life next to ghost fishing 
gear3 

• Plastic is being consumed by marine animals from zooplankton5, the basis 
of the food chain, to whales4
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In Conclusion
• Compared to most other consumer plastic items, plastic bags pose one of 

the greatest impacts to ocean wildlife and warrant the specific attention 
they have received from governments and advocates to address their use. 

• Research suggests that legislation such as banning plastic bag bans, is 
likely to reduce individual and, possibly, population level impacts to 
marine wildlife.
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Charleston Chapter



Local Ordinances Work!
Folly Beach S.C.

• Ordinance passed October 2016
• Pre-ordinance plastic bags collected (avg.): 33 Bags
• Post-ordinance plastic bags collected (avg.): 7 Bags
• That’s an average of 25 fewer bags being collected 

during sweeps.
Massive Reduction in plastic bag waste!



Resolutions Don’t Work!
Sullivan’s Island
• Passed August 18, 2015
• “Support for voluntary efforts”
• Average bags collected on Sullivan’s Island per 

Sweep: 75!
• Compared to 7 on Folly where there is an 

ordinance



City of Charleston- No Ordinance
City of Charleston
• Avg. number of bags picked up per sweep: 

178



Ordinances in Cities Work
• Monterey, CA: 
• Pre Ordinance: 35 bags per sweep
• Post Ordinance: 8 bags per sweep

• San Francisco CA: 72% reduction in plastic bags found

• Alameda, CA: 80% reduction in plastic bags found




