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Abstract

This collection consists of the papers of the E. Edward Wehman, Jr., the fifty-sixth mayor of 
Charleston, who served from 1944-1947. The collection contains correspondence, newspaper 
clippings, meeting minutes, along with various municipal documents.

Biographical Statement

E. Edward Wehman, Jr., was born in Charleston to Bertha T. and E.E. Wehman in 1891. He 
attended West Point from 1911-1912 where he studied alongside classmate Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. He later graduated from the University of South Carolina with a Bachelor of 
Science before going on to a career in the insurance industry. He served as alderman representing
the city’s sixth ward during the 1940-1943 administration of Mayor Henry W. Lockwood, a 
position to which he was reelected in 1944. Upon the untimely passing of Mayor Lockwood that 
same year, Wehman was selected by his fellow councilmembers in a 16-7 vote to fulfill the 
remainder of Lockwood’s term. After three years in office, Wehman chose not to run for 
reelection, instead returning full-time to his insurance business. 
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Scope and Content Note

The collection is organized alphabetically according to subject, document type, or the originating
individual, organization, or city department. The papers consist of correspondence, meeting 
minutes, newspaper clippings, proclamations, and resolutions. Subjects of interest include 
demobilization during the postwar period, the establishment of the State Ports Authority, 
development of the Charleston Municipal Airport, and postwar racial conflicts. Of special 
interest to students of African American history is the role of military institutions and black 
soldiers in the push for voting rights and equal facilities. 

Folder List

Box Folder

1 1 Board of Adjustment, 1946-1947: papers re: appointments, Charleston Bar
Association, Retail Merchants Association, Ashley River marine railway

2 African American Playground, 1945-1946: papers re: Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad, Georgia Industrial Realty Company, Atlantic Land and Improvement
Company, Southern Railway, African American housing, Charleston Housing 
Authority, Washington Street

3 Atlantic Coastal Cities Air Service Association, 1946: papers re: Civil
Aeronautics Administration, international air routes, Colonial Airlines, World 
War II

4 Boards and Commissions, 1944-1947: papers re: City Art Commission,
Sanitary Matters Committee, Commissioners of Colonial Lake, Streets 
Committee, artesian fountains, Purchases and Bids Committee, parking meters,
Roper Hospital

2 OS-1 James F. Byrnes, Secretary of War, 1945: Byrnes visit to Charleston, the
American Legion

1 5 Charleston Army Air Base, 1945: papers re: Charleston Municipal Air
Field, Civil Aeronautics Authority, Army Air Forces communication system

1 6 Charleston Chamber of Commerce, 1946-1947: papers re: Charleston 
Municipal Airport, Charleston Army Air Base, Airport Board of Governors, 
Civil Aeronautics Board, Charleston Development Board, National Guard Air 
Squadron, War Assets Administration, Maj. Henry F. Church, Atlantic Coast 
Line Railroad, Southern Railroad, Seaboard Railroad, Union Station, South 
Carolina Highway Department traffic survey, The Citadel, Gen. C.P. 
Summerall, Union Terminal Project, Santee River bridge, J.C. Long
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Box Folder

1 7 Charleston County Delegation, 1944-1947: papers re: employee retirement
fund, University of South Carolina, Avery Normal Institute, Charleston Fire 
Department

2 OS-2 Charleston Housing Authority, 1944-1947: papers re: Robert Mills Manor,
Roper Hospital, Calhoun Street traffic, African Americans, Police Department,
Parks and Playgrounds Commission, veteran / military housing, slum 
clearance, Liberty Homes, Charleston Central Labor Union, African American 
playground, crime

OS-3 Charleston Municipal Airport, Architectural Competition, 1946-1947: papers
re: Albert Simons, airport expansion, Augustus Constantine, Samuel Lapham, 
Henry P. Staats, Harold Tatus, Halsey & Cummings, Clemson College

OS-4 Charleston Municipal Airport Board of Governors, Correspondence, 1945-
1947: papers re: V-E Day, port terminals, Chamber of Commerce Aviation 
Committee, airport expansion, operating expenses, Hawthorne Flying Services,
architectural competition, Civil Aeronautics Administration, Office of Port and
Public Relations

1 8 Charleston Municipal Airport, General, 1945-1947: papers re: Civil
Aeronautics Administration, airline passenger statistics, airport operations, 
return of airport from Army, Colonial Airlines, National Guard, Bellanca 
Aircraft Corporation, Johns Island Airport, airport improvements

2 OS-5 Charleston Municipal Airport, Capt. R. Benthan Simons, Manager, 1947:
papers re: passenger traffic, airport control tower, military use of airport, 
surplus government property, Muscogee County Airport plane crash, radio 
control requirements, Civil Aeronautics Administration

OS-6 Charleston Navy Yard, 1944-1945: papers re: Santee-Cooper project, voting of
servicemen, Women’s Reserve, water chlorination, taxation of servicemen, 
arrests,military dependents, Navy Day, Association of Quartermen and 
Leadingmen, White Point Gardens, Fort Sumter Hotel, workforce reduction, 
Stoney Field, gambling, postwar celebrations, military barracks

1 9 Charleston Navy Yard, 1946-1947: papers re: Estimators and Progressmen’s
Association, workforce reduction, Charleston Fire Department, Cooper River 
Bridge repairs, V-E Day, USS Charleston, Port of Charleston disaster plan, 
World War II Memorial, Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
Frontier Base [Minesweeper Base], West Point Rice Mill, housing, Naval 
Exhibition Ship, antique cannons, Charleston Municipal Airport
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Box Folder

1 10 Charleston Port of Embarkation, 1944-1946: papers re: municipal swimming
pool, YMCA pool, Brig. Gen. James T. Duke, Charleston County Health 
Department, African American USO fire, Fraser Field, racism, Burnet R. 
Maybank, Harmon Field, African American facilities, State Ports Authority 
acquisition of port terminals

11 Charleston Service Men’s Club, 1944-1947: papers re: George Street USO,
military rehabilitation programs, military facilities, Federal Works Agency, 
Marion Square comfort station, Zion Church African American comfort 
station, Clelia P. McGowan, Shaw Center, Port of Embarkation, Stark 
Hospital, Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston Army Air Base, Playland 
Pavillion, Isle of Palms, Community War Chest, Fraser Field USO, YMCA

2 OS-7 City Council, 1945-1947: papers re: Boards and Commissions elections,
Northwestern Paving District, paving assessments, Carolina Art Association, 
Charleston Municipal Airport architectural competition, employee benefits, 
Police Department, Committee on Steam Engines, Hampstead Mall Park

1 12 Civil Aeronautics Administration, 1945-1947: papers re: Charleston Municipal
Airport, War Assets Administration, Army operations, airport construction 
projects, airport regulations, traffic control tower

2 OS-8 Civil Aeronautics Board, 1944-1947: papers re: Charleston Army Airfield,
Charleston Municipal Airport

1 13 Corporation Counsel, 1944-1947: papers re: Charleston Police Department,
illegal transport of alcohol, impounded vehicles, arrest of military servicemen, 
Port Terminal property, West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company, Port of 
Embarkation, Charleston Abattoir, Port Utilities Commission, lawsuits, Spring 
Street Methodist Church, African American beer parlor, Hampton Park Zoo,
Carolina Yacht Club

14 Delta Airlines, 1946-1947: papers re: Charleston Municipal Airport, Naval Air
Transport Service, Hawthorne Flying Service, Muscogee County Airport plane
crash, death of George R. Cushing, Capt. R. Bentham Simons, Simons & 
Lapham architects, terminal building plan, Airport Board of Governors

15 Eastern Airlines, 1945-1947: papers re: Capt. Edward B. Rickenbacker,
Charleston Municipal Airport, Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, airport 
improvements

16 Fire Department, 1945-1947: papers re: fire alarm system, Carrere Court wood
yard, fire hazards, fire truck accident
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Box Folder

2 OS-9 Harmon Field / Stoney Field Tracts, 1944-1947: papers re: War Department,
military lease, African American swimming pool, St. Andrew’s Parish 
Recreational Council, YMCA, Mamie Garvin Field, Harmon Field Day Camp, 
Parks and Playgrounds Board, Corrinne Jones, government property disposal

1 17 Hawthorne Flying Service, 1945-1947: papers re: Charleston Municipal
Airport, Army Air Force use of airport facilities, Board of Governors of the 
Municipal Airport, airport management, Colonial Airlines

2 OS-10 Johnson Hagood Stadium, 1946-1947: papers re: The Citadel, Augustus E.
Constantine, Halsey & Cummings; South Carolina Research, Planning and 
Development Board; Federal Works Administration Bureau of Community 
Facilities Municipal Stadium Commission, Thomas P. Stoney, Lt. Col. D.S. 
McAlister, Virginia Bridge Company, Harmon Field, Stoney Field

OS-11 Olin D. Johnston, US Senate, 1944-1947: papers re: Navy Day, Charleston
Ordnance Depot, Charleston Navy Yard, Port of Embarkation, Stoney Field 
restoration, Social Protection Committee, Marshall Military Reservation, South
Carolina National Guard, Grecian Society of Charleston, war demobilization

1 18 Burnet R. Maybank, US Senate, 1944: papers re: World War II, Lockwood
family estate, Charleston Navy Yard, vocational education for war veterans, 
Fire Department equipment, St. Andrews Parish project, Charleston Municipal 
Airport, surplus military property, National Airlines, Colonial Airlines, 
Charleston Army Air Base, longshoremen, radio facilities, Federal 
Communications Commission, port terminals, West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company, War Powers Act, Port of Embarkation, Civil Aeronautics Board

19 Burnet R. Manbank, US Senate, 1945: papers re: Charleston Navy Yard, food
shortages, Public Welfare Board, Veterans Administration, Naval Ammunition
Depot, Stoney Field / Harmon Field tracts, Navy Hospital Ships, Stark General
Hospital, Port of Embarkation, Charleston Abattoir, military surplus, Office of 
Price Administration, Social Protection Committee, Charleston Ordnance 
Depot, workforce reduction, Charleston Municipal Airport, Marshall Military 
Reservation, Fort Moultrie, Grecian Society, Charleston Parochial School

20 Burnet R. Maybank, US Senate, 1946-1947: papers re: Charleston Navy Yard,
Port Terminals, Port of Embarkation, workforce reduction, Gen. Beauregard 
portrait, Robert E. Lee Memorial Foundation, Charleston Abattoir, food 
shortages, Marshall Military Reservation, African American servicemen,  
Office of Price Administration, War Assets Administration, Charleston 
Municipal Airport, Civilian Production Administration, Eastern Airlines, radio 
navigation system, Charleston Ordnance Depot, Fort Moultrie cannons, The 
Citadel
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Box Folder

3 OS-1 Mayoral Scrapbook of E. Edward Wehman, Jr., 1944-1950 (bulk 1944-1947)

2 OS-12 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1945-1947: papers re: purchasing, postwar
strategies, The Associated Press, population increase, industry development, 
Charleston Municipal Airport, housing, military installations, United Seamen’s
Service, voter registration, City Hall

1 21 Miscellaneous Material, c. 1944-1947: material re: Civil Aeronautics
Authority, Charleston Municipal Airport, Federal Airport Act, 1947 City 
Ordinances 

22 National Airlines, 1945-1947: papers re: Charleston Municipal Airport,
Chamber of Commerce, Office of Port and Public Relations, Civil Aeronautics 
Administration, leasing costs, terminal building design

23 Newspaper Clippings: Charleston County Police, 1944: articles re: Charleston
County Police Commission, police raids, Chris M. Limehouse, crime, 
prostitution, prosecution of military servicemen, illegal alcohol sales, Sheriff 
Joseph M. Poulnot, Sunday Laws, gambling, corruption

24 Newspaper Clippings: City Council, 1944: articles re: City Council voting
practices, Alderman Porter Williams, Office of Price Administration

25 Newspaper Clippings: Employee Pensions, 1944-1945: articles re: Charleston
Municipal and County Employees Retirement Insurance Commission

26 Newspaper Clippings: Miscellaneous, 1944-1945: articles re: gasoline black
market, Santee-Cooper, V-E Day, venereal disease, Medical College of South 
Carolina, Charleston Federation of Women’s Clubs, curfew, Union of Nations,
rent control, Burnet R. Maybank, merchant seamen, Azalea Festival, Carolina 
Art Association

27 Newspaper Clippings: Politics and Civil Rights, 1944: articles re: African
American voting rights, African American applications to College of 
Charleston, Avery Normal Institute, National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP), 1944 senate campaign, desegregation of public 
schools, democratic primary, racism, presidential election

28 Newspaper Clippings: Post-war Planning, 1944-1945: articles re: Port of
Charleston, Santee-Congaree postwar navigation and hydro-electric power 
project, Charleston Navy Yard, employment, civilian defense offices, Port of 
Embarkation, bank credit program, postwar fund campaign, slum clearance
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Box Folder

1 29 Newspaper Clippings: Proclamations, 1944-1945: articles re: US Coast Guard,
Stay-at-Home Vacation Drive, education, Footlight Players, Greek Liberation 
Day, fire prevention, war effort, V-E Day celebrations, Army recruiting, 
inflation prevention

30 Newspaper Clippings: Taxes, 1944-1945: articles re: unpaid taxes, city
revenue, license bill, admissions tax, aviation gas tax, merchants’ floor tax

31 Newspaper Clippings: Teenage Canteen Project, 1945: articles re: Sumter
Guards Armory, youth recreation center

32 Newspaper Clippings: World War II Memorial, 1945: articles re: proposed
Memorials

33 Planning and Zoning Commission, 1945-1946: papers re: Zoning Ordinance
revision

2 OS-13 Police Department, 1945-1947: papers re: personnel, police station remodeling

1 34 Department of Public Buildings, 1944-1947: papers re: unsafe buildings, new
construction, zoning, building permits

2 OS-14 Public Service Department, B.M. Thomson, 1944-1945: papers re: The
Citadel, Marion Square, storm drainage, Woodstock Manufacturing Company, 
sanitation, Health Department, US Coast Guard, Port Utilities Commission,  
unsafe buildings, roadwork, fire protection, Charleston Municipal Airport, 
garbage incineration, City Market ironwork, postwar planning, Board of 
Architectural Review, Market Hall, sewer construction

OS-15 Public Service Department, B.M. Thomson, 1946: papers re: Weather Bureau
at the Charleston Municipal Airport, sewer construction, street repairs, 
Piedmont Avenue, Simons Street, J.C. Long, Charleston Orphan House, 
Zoning Ordinance, sea wall, street rail removal, Hampton Park Baptist Church,
supply shortages, Elizabeth Street Playground, Free Kindergarten, City Dump, 
City Incinerator

1 35 Public Service Department, B.M. Thomson, 1947: papers re: sanitation, Free
Kindergarten, unsafe buildings, African Americans, racism, segregation / 
“color plan,” sewer construction, Charleston Municipal Airport, Harmon Field,
municipal swimming pool, Office of Rent Control
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Box Folder

1 36 Railroad, 1945-1947: papers re: Southern Railway System, railway crossings,
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, Union Station fire, Charleston Terminal 
Authority, Union Passenger Terminal Plan, Chamber of Commerce Railroad 
Committee, the Train of Tomorrow

37 L.M. Redd, City Controller, 1944-1947: papers re: fire alarm system,
Recreation Facilities Committee, financial reports, Civilian Defense Council, 
Shaw Center, Clelia P. McGowan, Port Utilities Commission, Municipal Golf 
Course, Union Passenger Terminal survey, African American Hospital

38 John J. Riley, US Congress, 1946-1947: papers re: Civil Aeronautics
Administration, Charleston Municipal Airport

39 L. Mendel Rivers, US Congress, 1944: papers re: Insurance Bill, postwar
programs, veterans, surplus fire equipment, Social Security, Cradle to the 
Grave Bill, Mack Fire Engine, War Property Bill, Office of Price 
Administration, National Airlines, War Production Board. Federal 
Communications Division

40 L. Mendel Rivers, US Congress, 1945: papers re: food shortages, Public
Welfare Board, War Food Administration, youth recreational facilities, City 
Playground Department, Port of Embarkation, Office of Price Administration, 
Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston Abattoir, War Production Board, National 
Airlines, Charleston Municipal Airport, postwar operations, Navy Day, 
Grecian Society of Charleston, Stark Hospital,  Charleston Fire Department 
equipment, Charleston Ordnance Depot

41 L. Mendel Rivers, US Congress, 1946-1947: papers re: National Rivers and
Harbors Congress, Cooper River Bridge, Coast Guard removal, Yacht Basin, 
Charleston Municipal Airport, Charleston Abattoir, food shortages, War Assets
Administration, Army Air Field, National Airlines, Charleston Navy Yard, 
Veterans Administration, Fort Moultrie, Charleston Ordnance Depot, Civil 
Aeronautics Administration, damage to Stoney Field,  Medical College of 
South Carolina

42 Schools, 1944-1947: papers re: tuition charges, Charleston Navy Yard,
proposed use of Harmon Field for an African American elementary school, 
Burke High School, Fraser Field, African American USO, Charleston High 
School for boys, Parent Teacher Association, The Citadel, Archer School, 
Education Week

43 Simons & Lapham, Architectural Firm, 1946-1947: papers re: Charleston
Municipal Airport, Civil Aeronautics Administration, National Airlines, Delta, 
Eastern Airlines, airport hangars
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Box Folder

2 OS-16 Social Protection Committee, General, 1944-1947: papers re: The American
Social Hygiene Association, juvenile delinquency, venereal disease, 
prostitution, Quarantine Hospital, Police Department, State Board of Health, 
Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston Rotary Club, Charleston County Police 
Commission, Committee on Education in Social Hygiene, Dr. Lucy Moran, 
National Social Hygiene Day, Charleston Central Labor Union, war 
demobilization, YMCA, Charleston Welfare Council, red light district

OS-17 Social Protection Committee, Minutes, 1944-1946: papers re: venereal disease,
prostitution, juvenile delinquency, Police Department, detention of women 
with venereal disease, war effort, Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston Welfare 
Board

1 44 South Carolina Aeronautics Commission, 1945-1947: papers re: Charleston
Municipal Airport, return of airport from Army, Civil Aeronautics 
Administration, Weather Bureau, building of new airport administrative 
building, Eastern Airlines, Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, Federal Airport Act

45 South Carolina Highway Department, General, 1945-1947: papers re: Bureau
of Identification, traffic lights, East Bay extension, Rutledge Avenue, South 
Carolina Power Company, Ashley River Bridge, Cosgrove Avenue, Calhoun 
Street extension, Cooper River Bridge disaster, traffic patterns, Grace 
Memorial Bridge, State Highway Safety Conference, Lee Street extension, 
Street Committee, Police Chief Ortmann, Charleston Traffic Survey, Santee 
River bridge

46 South Carolina State Ports Authority, 1942-1945: papers re: port terminals,
Cotesworth P. Means, Santee-Cooper power project, Port Utilities 
Commission, Committee to Investigate the Cause of Shrinkage of Waterborne 
Commerce through the Port of Charleston, shipping industry, World War II, 
Port of Embarkation, Charleston Municipal Airport, Lockwood-Greene 
Engineers, Ashley River, Julian Mitchell, Charleston Ordnance Depot, West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper Company [plat]

2 OS-18 South Carolina State Ports Authority, 1946-1947: papers re: Charleston Port of
Embarkation, West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company, port terminals, Port
Utilities Commission, fire insurance protection, Stark General Hospital, return 
of property to the City

OS-19 J. Strom Thurmond, South Carolina Governor, 1946-1947: papers re:
Charleston Municipal Airport, Federal Airport Act, South Carolina
Aeronautics Commission
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Box Folder

1 47 United States Conference of Mayors, 1946-1947: papers re: Federal Airport
Act of 1946, Civil Aeronautics Authority, Charleston Municipal Airport, slum 
clearance 

48 War Department, 1944-1947: papers re: Charleston Municipal Airport,
Charleston Army Airfield, National Airlines, Port of Embarkation, War Assets 
Administration, Civil Aeronautics Administration, city acquisition of War 
Department firefighting equipment, Army Corps of Engineers

49 Ways and Means Committee, 1944-1947: papers re: Sanitary and Drainage
Commission, Police Department theft, Fraser Field transfer to Charleston 
County School Board for African American elementary school, Harmon Field, 
St. Michaels Church, city employee benefits, lawsuits, Charleston Home, fire 
truck accident 

50 Weather Bureau, 1945-1947: papers re: Charleston Municipal Airport,
Rawinsonde weather instruments, US Coast Guard

51 R.G. White, City Treasurer, 1945-1946: papers re: sewage and street
assessments

52 Ransome J. Williams, South Carolina Governor, 1945-1946: papers re:
venereal disease, Social Protection Committee, The Governor’s Social 
Protection Conference, Airport Commission appointments, South Carolina 
Civil Aeronautics Board


