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COMMISSION ON HISTORY
Notice of Meeting
A meeting of the History Commission will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. at
City Hall, 80 Broad Street. The agenda will be as follows:
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Minutes
a. April 6, 2022
3. Carr-Richardson Park Historical Information

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, people who need alternative formats, ASL
(American Sign Language) Interpretation or other accommodation please contact Janet Schumacher at
(843) 577-1389 or email to schumacherj@charleston-sc.gov three business days prior to the meeting.
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Carr-Richardson Park
Maryville-Ashleyville
Bender Street
The Maryville-Ashleyville Neighborhood Association recommends that the name of the
building on the Carr-Richardson Park is The Three Marys Community Center. This name
honors and recognizes three women who contributed to the property of the Town of Maryville;
represented the soul of the town and worked for the development and growth of the Town of
Maryville; and provided years of health care services to children, adults and families of the
Town of Maryville.
They are: Mary Bowen Taft, Mary Matthew Just, and Mary Green Carr.
Our Neighborhood Association also recommends that the land on the park grounds that extends
into the marsh and river area is dedicated to and named for Middleton Grant, Sr. He was the
Mayor of The Town of Maryville in 1926. Mayor Grant worked with town officials and
residents to extend the territory of the Town of Maryville in1910. He helped residents with
transportation and other needs and was called “Babe” by many because of his kindness.
Mayor Grant was a merchant or businessman and owned two grocery stores.

Recommendations foR HistoRical infoRmation to be
displayed on tHe caRR-RicHaRdson paRk
The Maryville-Ashleyville Neighborhood Association recommends that the following Historical
Information is displayed on the Carr-Richardson:
Historical Information for display outside on the park grounds
Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr.
Clemon Harold Richardson, Sr.
Mary Bowen Taft
Mary Matthew Just
Mary Ellen Green Carr
Middleton Grant, Sr.
History of The Town of Maryville
Historical Information for display inside the park’s building
History of The Town of Maryville
Mayors and Elected Officials of The Town of Maryville
History of Maryville-Ashleyville Neighborhood Association
Marsha E. Higgins, President
Maryville-Ashleyville Neighborhood Association
February 18, 2022

THOMAS TOBIAS CARR, SR.

Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr. was born in Charleston S.C. July 13, 1866. He married Mary
Ellen Green Carr on October 14, 1898. They lived on James Island until 1904. It was
then that they had two houses moved along the Ashley River, on a barge, to where they
would relocate. Where the house stands today, would become the family home, moved
from Bee Street in Downtown Charleston. The two houses were built together, making it
one home. They would come to reside here in 1905, as they relocated to The Town of
Maryville, affectionately called “The Village'', and later became known as Ashleyville.
Thomas and Mary became active members of the local community church, Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopalian A.M.E. Church (Ashleyville), in 1905.
Thomas was the son of Thomas Carr, and Elizabeth Jackson (Bonneau). Thomas
Tobias Carr, Sr. and Mary Ellen Carr had a total of 14 children, of which 7 grew to
adulthood: Isabel Rosetta was the oldest; Thomas Tobias II, William Jackson, Leroy
Ashley, Frank Nathaniel, Mary Ruth, and the youngest, John Wesley Sr.
Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr. was a self employed contractor. He was by trade a carpenter
and also a barrel maker and repairer, which is known as a “Cooper.”
Being a Cooper was significant at the time as barrels were used for storage and
shipment of commodities, and were also used for weapons and armament.
Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr. was elected the Government Intendant or Mayor of The
Maryville Township in 1934. He would be the last to serve the town in the capacity of
Mayor.
In 1936, Maryville’s township charter was revoked by the South Carolina General
Assembly. As Mayor and elected government head of Maryville, Mayor Thomas T.
Carr, Sr. was not made aware, or given consideration to the matter. The constituents
living in the community were not consulted, officially informed or given a vote on the
revocation. The community still saw him as their community leader, continuing to share
issues and concerns with him, though he was no longer officially “the mayor.” The
Town of Maryville was an independent governed township, widely known as “A Model
of Black Self Government,” which now has experienced a forever change. Thomas
Tobias, Sr. was said to have also farmed acres and acres of land in the Ashleyville
Community, seeing to it that no one went without their needs being met.
Mayor Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr., passed away April 1, 1943, and was laid to rest in the
Community Cemetery, known as “Browns Cemetery,”
Submitted by: Della Carr Jordan, Granddaughter

Clemon Harold Richardson, Sr., Community Leader

Mr. Clemon Harold Richardson, Sr. (1925-2003) was a devoted Christian, a 33rd degree Mason,
and a dedicated community leader in the Ashleyville community of Charleston, South Carolina.
He was an Officer and member of the Emanuel AME Church located on 5th Avenue in the same
community. Mr. Richardson was the Founder and President of the West Ashley Civic
Association, presently called the Maryville/Ashleyville Neighborhood Association, from 1954 to
2000. He served as a consummate Civic minded champion, who was an activist for improvements
in his community. After rallying the community to agree to the annexation into the City of
Charleston in 1994, he successfully lobbied for the installation of streetlights, water, street signage
and paving of the streets within the communities just to name a few. He served as the Charleston
County Democratic Party Executive Committee (CORE) Representative for the St. Andrews Pre
cinct #3. This appointment paved the way for him to organize Voters' Registration rallies for not
only his neighborhood but all who were not registered to vote at the time. Using his church as a
gathering location, Mr. Clemon (as he was called) also organized and arranged for the citizens of
Ashleyville and surrounding neighborhoods to meet the Candidates of upcoming elections to
assist them in making informed decisions when voting. He was respected by many Elected
Officials as the go-to person as they sought his support on their journey to embark in the political
arena. Congressman James E. Clyburn, Representative Wendell Gilliard, Senator Robert Ford,
former Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Judge A. Victor Rawls, the late Senator Herbert Fieldings and
Representative Floyd Breland are just a few of the many political friends Mr. Richardson
communed with and campaigned for during some point in his tenure. Mr. Richardson was
committed to engaging the communities and government in creating solutions for not only his
community, but all people.. He continued to engage in the betterment of the people in his
community even after his health wane making it harder for him to physically attend many
community and political functions. He was married to the late Marguerite Julie Brown Richardson
and to this union seven children were born. Mr. Richardson would often open his correspondence
with this quote from Historian and Philosopher, Omar Khayyam: The moving finger writes, and
having written moves on. Nor all they piety nor all thy wit, shall lure it back to cancel half a
line, nor all your tears wash out a word of it.
(Simply put once the moment is past it's gone. It can't be recaptured. It now becomes a moment
embedded in history).
Mr. Clemon Harold Richardson, Sr., passed away on August 21, 2003 in the home and the com
munity that he loved so dearly.

Information submitted by The Avery Institute Research Center/Archives. & his daughter
Althea Richardson-Latham.

MARY MATillEWS JUST

Mary Matthews Just, represented the soul of the community. In spite of being a petite woman of
color, she had as one would say "a head for business" and an ability to interact and influence
people. Kenneth Manning, author of Black Apollo of Science, The Life of Ernest Everett Just, states that
Mary received her strength and courage from her reaction to the social and political adversities put
into place by the wholesale disenfranchisement of Blacks by Pitchfork Ben Tillman, the governor of
South Carolina, and others in a position of power after the end of Reconstruction in 1877.
Mary Ann Matthews Just was John B. and Ann B. Crafts Matthews' adopted daughter born circa
1858. The 1870 United States census has her age listed as thirteen. The family lived at 3 12 Meeting
Street on the peninsula. (ca.1871)
Ann B. Crafts Matthews refers to her as an adopted daughter in her 1870 Freedman's Bank record
number 5199. And by April of 1870 Mary A. Matthews was attending school on Bull Street.
After what appears to be a whirlwind romance, on September 19, 1878 Mary, a young mulatto,
marries Charles Augustus Just, Jr., who was described as being handsome, light-skinned with
curly hair and seldom without female companionship. Her new father-in-law was a well- known
and prosperous wharf-builder named Charles Frasier Just, Sr. The newlyweds set up their home in a
small house at 103 Calhoun Street.
At times the family had to move in with Charles' parents at 28 Inspection Street. The 1880
United States census have her listed as 22 years old living in the household of Charles Frazier Just,
Sr. her father-in-law.
Tragedy touched Mary Matthews Just's family when the cholera and diphtheria epidemics broke
out late in the summer of 1883. On December 28, 1883 two-year -old son Norman Rutledge died of
"inflammation of the stomach and bowels, one of the symptoms of cholera in children. Two weeks
later on January 9, 1884 four- year- old Vivian died of diphtheria asphyxia.
Another child, Ernest is about four months old and survives. Mary will give birth to two
additional children, Hunter in 1885 and Inez born the year of the great earthquake, 1886.

While living with her in-laws, Mary contributed to the family's income via her talents as a
dressmaker and teacher. Demonstrating her entrepreneurial skills, in 1886 the year of the great
earthquake, the Charleston Register of Deeds office listed property at 99 and 100 Calhoun Street
as having been purchased by Mary Matthews Just. She used part of the property for their home
and the other portion for rental income.
Mary, like many entrepreneurs, white and colored, were listed in the Charleston City Directory.
She was listed for being able to provide milk, cream and butter with her address 99 Calhoun
Street.
Again, this courageous woman, Mary Matthews Just, demonstrated her tenacity by suing her
father-in-law's estate and receive $200, a large sum of money at the time. The year 1887 will also
see a change of residence for the Just family from the peninsula to St. Andrews Parish and James
Island. It was at this time she expanded her resume by acquiring employment in the new fertilizer

MARY ELLEN GREEN CARR
Mary Ellen Green Carr, born March 17, 1876. She was the daughter of William and
Isabella Green of Charleston, SC. Mary Ellen Green Carr married Thomas Tobias Carr,
Sr. on October 14, 1898. They were born in Charleston S.C., and lived on James Island,
until 1904. This is when they relocated to Ashleyville, the area of the Town of Maryville
that is closest to the Ashley River. In 1905, they became members of the local
community church, called Emanuel African American Episcopalian A.M.E. Church
(Ashleyville).
Mary Ellen Green Carr was educated as a Seamstress and a Licensed Midwife.
Mrs. Carr served the Town of Maryville and the now Ashleyville Community as a
licensed Midwife and Registrar of Vital Statistics for more than 25 years. She
professionally delivered and attended to over six hundred babies, both Black and White,
in the surrounding areas of Berkeley County and Charleston Community. She provided
medical services to the babies, bringing them into the world, also providing medical care
to children, their parents and other adults in the town of Maryville. It was also her
responsibility to certify the babies to ensure that all had legal birth certificates. Mrs Carr
also acted as a medical examiner, responsible for pronouncing the deaths and
determining the cause of death and certifying the death records, for persons who died in
the Town of Maryville. In 1891, the Town of Maryville had an active Board of Health, and
they began to recognize the importance of having good and reliable health care for
those in need. Mrs Carr was definitely a huge contributor as an African American
Woman, and a valuable asset to The Township of Maryville and her community. She
served as a Charleston County Nurse for many years.
Mary Ellen Carr and Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr. had a total of 14 children, of which 7 grew
to adulthood: Isabel Rosetta was the oldest; Thomas Tobias II, William Jackson, Leroy
Ashley, Frank Nathaniel, Mary Ruth, and the youngest, John Wesley, Sr.
Mary Ellen Green Carr passed away in August 21, 1963, at the age of 86, and was laid
to rest in the Community Cemetery, known as “Browns Cemetery,”

Submitted by:
Della Carr Jordan, Granddaughter
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THE IDSTORIC TOWN OF MARYVILLE 1886-1936
The former historic Town of Maryville was composed of the area today known as Maryville which
is located west of highway 614/St. Andrews Boulevard and Ashleyville the land located east of
highway 614/St. Andrews Boulevard. The Historic Town of Maryville whose boundary began at Main
Street and eventually reached Diana Street was created out of the former Lord Proprietor's
Plantation and land known as Hillsboro Plantation.
The Historic Town of Maryville's connection to the founding of Charles Towne is through Joseph
West, agent for the Lords Proprietors and later second Proprietary Governor and Landgrave. He was
given land southeast of Albemarle Point across the creek and marsh for an experimental farm
which is located in present day Ashleyville an area covered by 5th Avenue, Main and Chickadee
Streets.
In 1879 parts of Hillsboro Plantation will be recorded in the name of Mary Richardson Moses
Bowen, wife of Christopher Columbus Bowen, Charleston Sheriff. In 1885 she will have the land
platted into lots of fifty feet by one hundred feet and sold primarily to Africans Americans for $25.
By 1886 the Black Town of Maryville was chartered and in 1888 The Town of Maryville is
incorporated by the South Carolina General Assembly. The first election of Intendant/Mayor takes
place in February of 1889 when Isaac Bryant was elected and Wm. lngliss, Joseph Thompson, Isaac
Deas, and James Campbell were elected wardens.
Elections were held yearly. W. E. Nelson was elected the first Postmaster in 189 1 and in 189 2 Mary
Matthews Just was elected Post Mistress of the Post Office located at 5th Avenue and Mary Street,
now known as Mamie Street. Tobias Capers was elected mail carrier.
The second Intendant/Mayor was Issac Bright in 1890. Other persons who served as
Intendants/Mayors were Isham Smith, 189 1, J. S. Deas and Issac Deas 1892; Edward Ferguson, 1893
& 1894; George Wheatley, 1905; James Augustus Judon, 1911 & 1912; Robert B. Moultrie, 1923;
Middleton Grant, 1926 (he also operated two stores); and Thomas Tobias Carr, (a farmer) 1934 & 1936.
Other elected officials included Town Clerks such as S. Deas in 1891, W. E. Nelson in 1893, and John T
Green in 1905. S. W. Barnwell was elected Chairman of the Board of Health in 19 05, and W. Wilson
was elected in 1926. Other Wardens elected were Moses Campbell, 189 2, L. G. Rigby, 1892, Edward
Ferguson, 1892, B. Moultrie, 19 05, and H. B. Simmons, 1905.
The growing Town also had its' own police force which handled minor infractions of the law.
The two-tory police station was located at 5th Avenue, probably the oldest street in South Carolina
since it led directly to the Second Proprietary Governor West's home and experimental farm created
in 1670. Some of the police officers were William "Bill" Wigfall, Mr. Theodore "Rosie" Ancrum, Mr.
Eugene Davis and Levy Synpe.
In 189 2, Mary Matthews Just, Rev, George Clinton Rowe and Joseph Berry purchased land at corner
of 5th Avenue and Fial! Street for what will become Frederick Deming Industrial School known by the
neighborhood as Deming School. Mrs. Mary Matthews Just, former business & property owner on
the peninsular, served as teacher and principal of the school.
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The News and Courier reported on numerous activities ordinary citizens took an active in the
development of the community by raising money for kerosene streetlamps, and the school.
On Main Street near Brookfield, formerly Ashley Avenue, and 5th Avenue the African American
owned Invincible Association In 1920 received financing from one of two Black-owned Banks
in Charleston, The People's Confederation Bank, to purchase land which became known as
Invincible Park. It served Blacks and whites as a place to hear big bands and other types of
entertainment. Picnics were held on the landscaped property which contained a pond and
numerous pecan trees.
Organizations called Societies such as The St. Andrews Improvement Mutual Society provided
social and economic support for its members. They bought the lot at 5th Avenue and Battery for
there Hall. The members held their meetings, and the building served as classrooms to teach the
neighborhood children.
In 1896 and 1897 some white bicycle clubs such as "R.W. B." (Red, White, Blue) and T. C. Cycle
Club had their meeting halls in The Town Maryville.
The Demographic composition of the historic Town of Maryville was primarily African Americans,
but also included a few white families and two Asians.
May 21, 1936 the Charter for the Town of Maryville was revoked by the South Carolina General
Assembly and in 1993/1994 the community now known today as Maryville and Ashleyville was
annexed into the City of Charleston. Ashleyville is the area of the Town of Maryville that is closest to
the Ashley River. It was the heart of the Town of Maryville where all the mayors lived; the Deming
School was located; the Sheriff, law enforcement and the jail was located; and also, where the
community church and the community cemetery continue to be located today.

Mayor Middleton Grant, Sr.
Mayor of the Town of Maryville in 1926
Middleton Grant, Sr. was born in Hampton County in 1884 and he died at the age of 51 on
December 4, 1935. His parents are Tony Grant and Lora Tisdell Grant also of Hampton County.
Middleton Grant, Sr. was a manager of the election for the Town of Maryville where an
election was held on July 18, 1910 to “determine the question of surrendering the old charter
and accepting a new one”. This old charter was in Berkeley County and the Town of Maryville
territory was smaller in size. The new charter was in Charleston County and “the territory of
the Town of Maryville was increased” with specific boundaries to “All that territory or tract of
land in St. Andrew’s Parish in the County of Charleston, State of South Carolina” with specific
butting and boundaries stated. The town residents’ vote was unanimous in favor of the new
charter. The specific notice of the extension of the territory of the Town of Maryville is found
in a document from W. Banks Dove, Esq., South Carolina Secretary of State, and Sidney
Rittenberg, Attorney, on October 26, 1923.
Middleton Grant, Sr. was the Mayor of the Town of Maryville in 1926.The length of his term
in office is not known. He was dedicated to the Town of Maryville and he was an outstanding
citizen. Mayor Grant worked with the Town Government, Residents, and Charleston County,
to help others and maintain the extended territory of the Town of Maryville. He and his wife,
Carrie Bell Cochran Grant, went together and registered to vote on September 4, 1933.
Mayor Grant was one of very few people who owned a car in the town. He volunteered his
time and services to transport many of the town residents to farm jobs, railroad jobs, to
church, to visit family members, and other places important to them.
Mayor Grant and his wife were members of Springfield Baptist Church where he served as a
Deacon. Mayor Grant was a merchant or businessman for more than twenty years. He owned
and operated two grocery stores. One was located in the Springfield Community in
Charleston; and the other, Village Grocery, was located next to his home on Main Street in
the Town of Mayville, now the Ashleyville Community.
Middleton Grant, Sr. first wife was Sarah Baldwin Grant. She was born on July 18, 1882.
They were married in 1918 and resided in the Town of Maryville. She died at the age of 36 in
1918. There were no children of this union.
Middleton Grant, Sr. married Carrie Bell Cochran Grant (1908-1970) of Colleton County in
1924. They had four children. They are Middleton Grant, Jr. (1928-1987), Hazel Grant Higgins
(1931-2017), Rosemary Grant Mack (1934-2007), and Woodrow Grant (1936-1995).
Mayor Middleton Grant, Sr. cherished his wife and children. At the time of his death in 1935,
Mrs. Grant was pregnant with their fourth child. During the last years of his life, he provided

his wife with a housekeeper to help them care for the home and their children. Mrs. Grant
and many other persons in the Town of Maryville and other communities called him “Babe”
because of his kindness to his family, neighbors, and especially the older persons in Hampton
County and the Town of Maryville. Mrs. Grant operated the Village Grocery after Mayor
Grant’s death. She later married Lawrence Johnson and they continued to operate the
business until her death in 1970. Mr. Johnson was a widow and had one daughter and two
sons, Hattie Mae, Dan Henry, and John “Sonny”.

Submitted by Marsha E. Higgins, Granddaughter of Middleton Grant, Sr.
January 23, 2022

MAYORS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE TOWN OF MARYVILLE
The Town of Maryville was chartered in 1886. This Town was widely seen as a model of Black
self-government. The town had its own Intendents or Mayors, Town Clark, Wardens or Town
Council, Chief Town Marshall or Sheriff, Law Enforcement Officers, Post Master, Mail Carrier,
and Board of Health. After the town was incorporated in 1988, Isaac Bryant was the first
Mayor of the Town of Maryville. Mayor Bryant was elected on February 20, 1889.
Name
Isaac Bryant
Isaac Bright
Isham Smith
J.S. Deas
Isaac Deas
Edward Ferguson
George Wheatley
James Augustus Jaudon
Robert B. Moultrie
Middleton Grant, Sr.
Thomas Tobias Carr, Sr.
Wm (William) Ingliss
Joseph Thompson
Isaac Deas
James Campbell
W. E. Nelson
Isaac Deas
S. Deas of 6th Ave.
F.A. Robinson
J.V. Gilbert
John Ford
Shadrach Deas
P.C. McNeil
A. Bradley
Joseph Wilson
Mary Matthews Just
Tobias Capers
Moses Campbell
L.G. Rigby
Edward Ferguson
W.E. Nelson
G.S. Legare
James Jaudon
B. Moultrie
H.B. Simmons
S. Brown
S.W. Barnwell
Frank Robertson
John T. Green
W. Wilson
William Wigfall

Position
1st Intendant after Incorporation
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Intendant
Mayor
Warden
Warden
Warden
Warden
1st Postmaster of Mowry Post
Office, Maryville
Warden
Town Clerk
Warden
Warden
Warden
Town Marshall
Board of Health
Board of Health
Board of Health
Post Mistress
Mail Carrier
Warden
Warden
Warden
Town Clerk
Town Council
Intendant Pro Tem
Warden
Warden
Warden
Chairman Board of Health
Chief Marshal
Town Clerk
Board of Health
Chief Marshal (Last Sheriff of
Town of Maryville)

Date(s)
February 20, 1889
1890
1891
1892
1892
1893 - 1894
1905
1911 - 1912
1923
1926
1934 - 1936
1889
1889
1889
1889
1891
1889
1891
1891 - 1892
1891
1891
1891
1891
1891
1891
1892
1892
1892
1892
1892
1893
1895
1905
1905
1905
1905
1905
1905
1905
1926
1934 - 1936

History of Maryville-Ashleyville Neighborhood Association
In 1954 Clemon Harold Richardson, Sr. was the founder of the West Ashley Civic Association, presently called the MaryvilleAshleyville Neighborhood Association. He was the president of this Neighborhood Association from 1954 to 2000. He served
as a civic-minded champion, who was an activist for improvements in Maryville and Ashleyville. Mr. Richardson successfully
led the community to agree to annexation into the City of Charleston. He united the residents and they achieved getting the
community running water, streets paved, street lights, and street signage to name a few. Mr. Richardson worked with residents
and increased voter registration and their participation in the political process. The Maryville-Ashleyville Neighborhood
Association continues to work for improvements in the community and to maintain its character. In 2002 Leonard Higgins and
James Smalls rallied the residents and they stopped an Adult Book Store from operating on St. Andrews Blvd. at the entrance
of the Ashleyville community. This court decision was upheld by the South Carolina Supreme Court in 2004. MaryvilleAshleyville Day Block Party was started in 2003 and continues as a day ﬁlled with fun activities, music and food for children
and adults. Annette Smalls was the founder of this annual community day; and since its beginning she has continued to
be a leader in planning and involving others to make this day a success for the community. The Maryville-Ashleyville
Neighborhood Association cherishes and leads the way in preserving the history of the community. Residents, families,
and friends continue to collect and pass down the history of Maryville and Ashleyville.
POSITION
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

NAME
Clemon H. Richardson, Sr.

PERIOD SERVED
1954 - 2000

Leonard Higgins

2000 - 2004

Cedric Smalls

2004 - 2006

Leonard Higgins

2007 - 2009

Diane Hamilton

2010 -2020

Marsha E. Higgins

2021 - Present

Cedric Smalls

2002 - 2004

Leonard Higgins

2004 - 2006

Cedric Smalls

2010 - 2012

Gary Hardee

2012 - 2014

Theresa Jenkins Hilliard

2015 - 2017

Annette B. Smalls

2018 - Present

Mary Lee Whaley

1954 - 1998

Hester Robinson

1999 - 2004

Eartha Lee Brown

2005 - 2020

Theresa Jenkins Hilliard

2021 - Present

Hazel Grant Higgins

1954 - 2012

Doris Brown Beverly

2012 - 2013

Janet Adams Ansley

2015- 2017

M. Lorraine Richardson Reaties

2018 - Present

