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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
 
 

There will be a meeting of the Public Works and Utilities Committee on  
September 22, 2025 to begin at 5:00 p.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofCharlestonSCgov/streams 
 

A. Invocation 
 

B. Approval of Public Works and Utilities Committee Minutes 
August 18, 2025 

C. Request to Set a Public Hearing 
None 

D. Old Business 
None 

E. Acceptance and Dedication of Rights-of-Way and Easements 
1. Authorization to notify SCDOT that the City intends to accept maintenance of 49 LF of rubber 

curb along the north side of the Brasell Street / King St. Extension(US-78) intersection, 38 
LF of rubber curb along the south side of Braswell Street / King St. Extension (US-78) 
intersection, 49 LF rubber curb along the north side of the Milford Street / King St. Extension 
(US-78) intersection, and 37 LF along the south side of the Milford Street / King St. Extension 
(US-780 intersections in conjunction with the Magnolia PUD Phase 1A project.  
 

2. CCSD West Ashley Campus Subdivision – Sanders Rd. (R/W varies from 50 to 65 ft), West 
Wildcat Blvd. (50 ft R/W) 

a. Title to Real Estate 
b. Exclusive Stormwater Drainage Easement Agreement 
c. Affidavit for Taxable or Exempt Transfers 

https://www.youtube.com/@CityofCharlestonSCgov/streams
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d. Plat 
 

3. Acceptance of a temporary construction easement at 421-05-00-001 for the Windermere 
Drainage Improvement Project.  

4. Authorization to notify SCDOT that the City intends to accept maintenance of Box Culverts 
crossing Windermere Boulevard, Box Culverts along William Ackerman Lane (S-1807), Box 
Culverts Crossing Chadwick Drive (S-402), Box Culverts and Roadway of Culbertson Drive 
(S-2292) between Chadwick Drive and Campbell Drive. 

 
F. Temporary Encroachments Approved by The Department of Development Services (For 

information only) 
 
1. 829 Condon Dr. - Installing oyster shell tabby encroaching into City right of way. This 

encroachment is temporary.  
2. 3 Murphey Court – Installing specialty finish driveway encroaching into City right of way. 

This encroachment is temporary.  
3. 492 Creek Landing St. – Installing specialty finish driveway and irrigation encroaching into 

City right of way. This encroachment is temporary.  
4. 765 Lesesne St. – Installing irrigation encroaching into City right of way. This encroachment 

is temporary.  
5. 513 Old Compass Rd. – Installing irrigation encroaching into City right of way. This 

encroachment is temporary.  
6. 149 Captains Island – Installing irrigation encroaching into City right of way. This 

encroachment is temporary. 
7. 89 Fishburne St. – Installing permeable pavement encroaching into City maintained 

drainage easement. This encroachment is temporary.  
8. 223 Meeting St. – Installing right angle sign encroaching into City right of way. This 

encroachment is temporary. 
9. 316 Blowing Fresh Dr. – Installing fence encroaching into City maintained drainage 

easement. This encroachment is temporary.  
10. 1522 Chastain Rd. – Installing wood fence encroaching into City maintained drainage 

easement. This encroachment is temporary.  
11. 1494 Seabago Dr. – Installing fence encroaching into City maintained drainage easement. 

This encroachment is temporary. 
12. 715 Majestic Oaks Dr. – Installing fence encroaching into City maintained drainage 

easement. This encroachment is temporary. 
13. 38 King St. – Installing handrail at front stoop encroaching into City right of way. This 

encroachment is temporary. 
 

G. Request for Permanent Encroachments 
1. None 
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H. Public Service Department Update 
1. Director’s update 

I. Department of Development Services Update 
1. Revisions to the 2020 Stormwater Design Standards Manual [Ordinance] 

J. Stormwater Management Department Update 
1. Church Creek Project Update (Requested by Councilmember Waring) 

2. Forest Acres Phase 2 - Approval of Change Order #11 with Gulf Stream Construction 
Company in the amount of $128,750.30 for Additional Channel Bank Stabilization.  

K.   Miscellaneous Business 
1. Approval to add 56 State Street undergrounding project to the City’s Non-Standard 

Service Fund construction list. 
 

2. Authorization for Mayor to execute Agreement Regarding Underground Electric on behalf of 
the City of Charleston with 56 State SC Property, LLC detailing the intent of 56 State SC 
Property, LLC to fund the City’s share of undergrounding along Cumberland, Concord, and 
Market Streets. 

 
 

































































Stormwater Design Standard Manual

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025

2025 Revisions

City of  Charleston Department of  Development Services



SWDSM 2025 Revisions
• Current Manual

• Purpose of Revisions

• Manual Revisions

• Questions

Meeting Agenda

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025



• Implemented July 2020

• Heavy emphasis on reductions in discharge 
rates and volumes for all projects located in 
Areas of Known Flooding.

• Accounts for Potential Sea Level Rise

• Additional Requirements for publicly dedicated 
systems.

• Prevents adverse impacts to downstream 
properties

• Additional Technical Procedure Documents 
developed by provide clarification to the 
requirements detailed in the manual.

Current Manual

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025



• Reduce the complexity in the requirements 
while maintaining a high technical standard 
that helps reduce flooding in specific areas.

• Focus flood reduction requirements on larger 
parcels with bigger impacts

• Attempt to remove the ambiguity that is 
present within the manual

• Create optional simplified approaches to 
address complex requirements 

• Incorporate Technical Procedure Documents 
into the manual.

• Create a plan to revise the manual on an 
annual basis to incorporate feedback and 
ensure that the intent is being met.

Purpose of Revision

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025



Manual Revisions

• Revised the Construction Activity Applications (CAAs) to only be required for land disturbance greater than 0.5 acre.
• CAAs previously required for sites within 0.5 mile of a Coastal Receiving Water.
• General manual requirements kick in once a CAA is required
• State permit is required for land disturbance greater than 1 acre.
• state and federal permits must still be obtained as applicable.

• Revision to Section 4.8.3 (Expiration of City Approval)
• A CAA Approval will remain valid for up to five years from the date of issuance, provided that the project is in compliance with the City of Charleston 

Ordinance and this SWDSM and is not inactive for a period of 24 consecutive months. Construction, development, and redevelopment activities shall be 
initiated within 24 months of issuance of the City approval. Failure to initiate these activities will render the approval invalid at the end of the twenty-fourth 
month. 

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025

Permitting Process



Manual Revisions

• Current requirement: These requirements must be met if the parcel has more than 20% of its land as impervious 
surfaces and improvements over past 5 years exceed 50% of total site value (site value includes structures)

• Applicability Revision: All requirements of this section need to be met for the entire parcel in question but 
does not apply to parcel areas that are less than 1 acre or sites with a greater than 80 percent existing 
building footprint that is not being removed.

• Still includes three different options to meet this requirement
• impervious area reduction (can utilize permeable pavers)
• 24-hour volume control
• discharge rate reduction

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025

Redevelopment Requirements



Manual Revisions

• Combined two separate SPA requirements into one to make it more clear
• Applicability Revisions: The following design criteria shall be used for projects discharging to receiving waters within 

these special protection areas outside of linear projects located on existing public infrastructure (i.e. addition 
of sidewalks or turn lanes)

• Runoff reduction requirements will only apply to parcel areas of 1 acre or more when a CAA is required (i.e. also 
disturbing more than 0.5 acre or part of Larger Common Plan)

• Previously applied to parcel areas of 0.5 acres or more

• The runoff reduction requirement has been reduced and a simplified option has been provided for 
projects that can document no additional runoff generated from their proposed layout

• The requirements are further reduced if Low Impact Development is being proposed or the project is utilizing City Funding
• Simplified option: can provide a set storage volume based on historical data instead of providing detailed computations

• For parcel areas of less than 1 acre that increase impervious area by 500 sf and do not require a CAA, the following  
table is the only requirement.

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025

Special Protection Area (SPA) Requirements

Reduction Practice Requirement
Disconnect Downspouts from Impervious Areas 

or Piped Systems
500 sf of impervious area allowed per 500 sf of roof 

area disconnected

Install Rain Barrel 500 sf of impervious area per 50 gallon rain barrel 
installed

Install Rain Garden 500 sf of impervious area allowed per 50 sf of rain 
garden installed

Install Infiltration Trench

1’ deep x 2’ wide trench filled with clean sand along 
each side of surface features such as driveways or 
patios with no more than 15 feet of linear unit area 

flowing to the feature

Table 3-5. Runoff Control Practices



Manual Revisions

• Water Quality Requirements – Provided additional information on all acceptable computation methodologies (3.9.2)
• Storage Recovery – Revised language to allow stormwater systems to drain within an acceptable tolerance (3.10.2)
• Self Cleaning Velocity – Revised language to state that computations are not required if a 0.5% pipe slope is provided 

(3.4.6.1)
• 1% Storm Analysis – Revised language to provide conservative approach to addressing fill displacement (TPD #4)
• Culvert Analysis – Provided clarification on how to model culverts (3.4.6.2)
• Peak Water Surface Elevation Reporting – Revised language to allow a water surface elevation increase within an 

acceptable tolerance (TPD #4)
• Tailwater Conditions – Revised language to provide conservative approach to accounting for tailwater conditions (3.7)
• Drainage Infrastructure Improvement Projects (3.4.6)

• When a project is solely for drainage infrastructure improvements, and not associated with a development, these standards should be achieved to the MEP within 
the constraints of the project. For projects that propose to complete drainage improvements to support an associated development, then these standards shall be 
met.

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025

Other Technical Revisions



SWDSM 2025 Revisions

Questions

City of Charleston Department of Development Services8/20/2025
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