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EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 

EXTENDING CERTAIN EMERGENCY ORDINANCES 

RELATED TO COVID-19 

 

Section 1. Findings. City Council does hereby make the following findings:  

  

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, Mayor John J. Tecklenburg declared a local state of 

emergency in the City of Charleston based on a determination that in furtherance of public health 

and safety that the City take all necessary steps to protect the citizens from increased risk of 

exposure to COVID-19; and, 

 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-038) to prohibit consumer price gouging on all commodities in the City of 

Charleston with limited exceptions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance  

(Ordinance No. 2020-039) to prohibit gatherings of 50 people or more; amend on March 19, 2020, 

by temporary emergency ordinance, Ordinance No. 2020-39(a), reducing the size of public 

gatherings to less than 10 people; and,  

 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-040) suspending the requirements of Section 2-23(f) of the Code of the City 

of Charleston requiring the physical presence of Councilmembers at City Council meetings and 

committee meetings to permit participation by video conferencing or other virtual means to slow 

the spread of COVID-19; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, on March 20, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-041) to temporarily suspend the accrual of the City’s business license 

penalties for sixty days, to suspend enforcement of the City’s plastic bag ban for sixty days, and 

to suspend the City’s chauffer’s license renewal requirements issued between March 18, 2019 and 

April 1, 2019 for an additional sixty days; and, 

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance, 

“Stay at Home Ordinance” (Ordinance No. 2020-042) requiring individuals to stay in their homes 

and not travel or congregate in the streets of Charleston except for purposes of working at or 

conducting business with an essential business or engaging in individual outdoor recreational 

activities; and, 



2 
 

 

  

 WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-046), amending the Consolidated Plan for reallocation of CDBG funds to 

provide funding for public services and temporary living quarters to persons who are homeless or 

vulnerable due to COVID-19; and,   

 WHEREAS, on March 27, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-047), extending the due date for filing and remittance of hospitality taxes for 

February and March to May 13, 2020; and,  

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2020, City Council repealed Stay at Home Ordinance No. 2020-

042 and ratified a second Stay at Home Ordinance (Ordinance No. 2020-048) which included 

provisions contained in Governor McMaster’s Executive Orders regarding dispersing of crowds 

(Ex. Order 2020-13); quarantining of individuals from New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut 

(Ex. Order 2020-14); closing of beaches and boat landings (Ex. Order 2020-16); and closing of 

non-essential businesses (Ex. Order 2020-17); and,   

 

WHEREAS, on April 6, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-049) to provide for temporary procedures for public hearings; and,  

 

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-051) to prohibit open burning; and, 

 

WHEREAS, on April 22, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-052) on decreasing the risk of exposure to COVID-19 in retail businesses; 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 30, 2020, City Council ratified a temporary emergency ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 2020-056) to amend Chapter 54 of the Code of the City of Charleston (zoning 

ordinance) by amending design review district section 54-268.c to allow affordable housing 

developments to be approved by the administrative officer; and, 

  

WHEREAS, the temporary emergency ordinances ratified by City Council on and after 

March 16, 2020 are set to expire on or near May 15, 2020; and,  

WHEREAS, given the continuing nature of the pandemic and the need for City Council to 

respond with flexibility to the public health emergency as it evolves, it is necessary to extend 

certain temporary emergency ordinances and repeal certain temporary emergency ordinances.   

Section 2. The following temporary emergency ordinances are adopted upon ratification and 

shall expire on May 31, 2020 unless stated otherwise below: 

 

2020-038 –  Emergency Ordinance prohibiting consumer price gauging. 

2020-040 –  Emergency Ordinance suspending the requirement of physical presence of 

Councilmembers at Council meetings/permitting telephonic/virtual attendance. 
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2020-041 –  Emergency Ordinance suspending accrual of business license penalties, 

suspending enforcement of plastic bag ban, suspending chauffer licensing renewal requirements.  

This Ordinance shall expire on June 30, 2020. 

2020-049 -  Emergency Ordinance regarding temporary procedures for public hearings. 

2020-052 -  Emergency Ordinance on decreasing risk of exposure to COVID-19 in retail 

businesses. 

2020-056 - Emergency Ordinance on allowing affordable housing units to be approved by the 

Administrative Officer. 

 

Section 3. Effective immediately, the following temporary emergency ordinances are 

repealed: 

 

2020-039 (a) – Emergency Ordinance prohibiting gatherings of 10 people or more.   

2020-048 -  Emergency Ordinance re: stay at home 

2020-051 -  Emergency Ordinance re: open burning. 

Section 4.  The time for filing of returns and remittance of the local hospitality taxes 

collected by establishments in February 2020, March 2020, April 2020, and May 2020 is 

extended to June 20, 2020. No interest or penalties shall accrue on any unpaid amounts during 

such time. 

Section 5. This Ordinance shall become effective upon ratification. 

  

Ratified in City Council this _____ day of 

________________ in the Year of Our Lord,   

2020, and in the ____th Year of the Independence   

of the United States of America.  

   

By:_____________________________ 

John J. Tecklenburg 

Mayor, City of Charleston 

 

 

 

   ATTEST: _____________________________ 

Vanessa Turner-Maybank 

Clerk of Council 


