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AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE

TO ESTABLISH IN FURTHERANCE OF HEALTH, PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE, AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO TEMPORARILY SUSPEND THE ACCRUAL OF THE CITY’S BUSINESS LICENSE PENALTIES, TO SUSPEND ENFORCEMENT OF THE CITY’S PLASTIC BAG BAN, AND TO SUSPEND THE CITY OF CHARLESTON’S CHAUFFER LICENSING REQUIREMENTS.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, ASSEMBLED:
Section 1:	The City Council of the City of Charleston does hereby make the following findings of fact:
	WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a state of emergency to address the existing public health emergency associated with the coronavirus (COVID-19);
	WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of South Carolina declared a state of emergency in South Carolina pertaining to the COVID-19 public health emergency and on March 15, 2020 issued an order closing all schools in the State of South Carolina;
WHEREAS, the CDC has issued guidelines to mitigate the spread of the virus, including recommending on March 15, 2020 that for the next eight (8) weeks, in-person events that consist of 50 people or more throughout the United States be postponed or cancelled.
WHEREAS, Public Health officials and experts including those in the Charleston area have determined that the coronavirus is an imminent threat to the region;
WHEREAS, with 47 positive cases in South Carolina and three cases being monitored by SCDHEC in Charleston County as of March 17, 2020 the possible increased threat from COVID-19 constitutes a threat of an imminent disaster to the health and welfare of the citizens of the City of Charleston and surrounding areas;
WHEREAS, the City finds it necessary to take reasonable measures to assist business owners during this temporary market disruption to include suspending business license penalties and enforcement of the City’s plastic bag ban.
Section 2:	That portion of the City of Charleston Code Section 17-16 otherwise known as ratification number 2019-103, Section 14 is hereby temporarily amended to suspend the accrual of City’s business license late fees for sixty days henceforth.
Section 3:	That the enforcement of the City of Charleston Code Section 14-54, pertaining to environmentally acceptable packaging and products (plastic bag ban), is hereby temporarily suspended for sixty days.  
Section 4:	Section 31-80 of the City of Charleston Code is amended to extend the expiration date for chauffer’s licenses issued between March 18, 2019 and April 1, 2019 pursuant to Chapter 31, Article III, for an additional sixty days.
Section 5:	This Ordinance shall become effective immediately and shall expire sixty (60) days after the date hereof or upon the termination of the state of emergency as declared by the Mayor, whichever is earlier.
Ratified in City Council this ___ day of March in the Year of our Lord 2020, and in the 244th Year of the Independence of the United States of America.  

						_________________________________________
						John J. Tecklenburg Mayor
						City of Charleston


						_________________________________________
						Vanessa Turner Maybank, Clerk of Council
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