EXECUTIVE ORDER 

DECLARING STATE OF EMERGENCY
IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, 
in December 2019, an outbreak of respiratory illness due to a novel coronavirus (COVID–19), was first identified in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China, and has spread outside of China, across the world, including the United States; and,
WHEREAS, on January 23, 2020, the Center for Disease Control (“CDC”) activated its Emergency Response System to provide ongoing support for the response to COVID–19; and, 
WHEREAS,  on March 13, 2020, President Donald Trump declared a national emergency to assist with combating the coronavirus,  
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Governor Henry McMaster declared a state of emergency in South Carolina. 
WHEREAS, the total number of cases in the United States is well over 3800 cases with twenty-eight positive cases in the State of South Carolina and an additional seven cases being monitored by DHEC as of March 15, 2020; and,
WHEREAS, South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (“DHEC”) has confirmed the localized person-to-person spread of COVID–19 in South Carolina, which indicates a significantly increasing risk of exposure and infection to City of Charleston residents and creating an extreme public health risk; and,
WHEREAS, the City of Charleston is a major tourist destination attracting visitors from all over the world, including Europe and Asia; and, the number of US confirmed COVID–19 cases is continuing to rapidly grow daily in the United States; and,
WHEREAS, if COVID–19 spreads in the City of Charleston at a rate comparable to the rate of spread in other countries, the number of persons relying on medical, pharmaceutical, and general cleaning supplies will increase, the private and public sector work force will be negatively impacted by absenteeism, and the demand for medical facilities may exceed locally available resources; and, 
WHEREAS, it is imperative that the City prepare for and be ready to respond to suspected and confirmed COVID–19 cases in the City of Charleston, to implement measures to mitigate the spread of COVID–19, and to prepare to respond to an increasing number of individuals requiring medical care, hospitalization, and medications; and,
WHEREAS, by taking measures to control outbreaks minimizes the risk to the public, maintains the health and safety of the people of Charleston, and limits the spread of infection in our communities and within the health care delivery system; and  
WHEREAS, in order to protect, preserve, and promote the general health, safety and welfare and the peace and order of the community, the City of Charleston is promoting and advising safe practices for City residents and visitors to follow in accordance with CDC and DHEC guidelines and is taking steps to try to protect the citizens and employees of the City of Charleston from increased risk of exposure; and 

WHEREAS, the City urges during this emergency that no evictions, foreclosures or cut off of utilities occur where persons will suffer additional hardships as a result of this unprecedented and extreme public health risk; and

WHEREAS, the City will be working with the business community and the food and beverage industry to minimize the impacts of this emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized to undertake and coordinate all necessary and reasonable activities for this emergency response, to take all appropriate action required to alleviate the effects of the coronavirus disaster emergency, including action following the guidelines of the CDC and the DHEC, to and in the aid of essential public services, and to take any other lawful emergency response or action deemed necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the City of Charleston.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John J. Tecklenburg, Mayor and Chief Executive Officer of the City of Charleston, South Carolina in consultation with and the agreement of the City Council of Charleston, in furtherance of the public health, safety and welfare, do hereby declare a state of emergency to exist in the City of Charleston. 

By:
_____________________________
John Tecklenburg 
Mayor, City of Charleston



ATTEST:

_____________________________

Vanessa Turner Maybank

Clerk of Council

