
CHARLESTON CITY HALL    •    80 BROAD STREET    •    CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29401    • (843) 724-3727

CITY OF CHARLESTON
COMMISSION ON HISTORY

NOTICE OF MEETING

A meeting of the Commission on History will be held on Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. at 
City Hall, 80 Broad Street. Live streamed on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/@CityofCharlestonSCgov The agenda will be as follows:

A. Call to Order

B. Minutes

1. November 5, 2025

C. Old Business

1. Protect and Respect the Bodies Under the YWCA (106 Coming Street) Update and 
Discussion

D. Mary Utsey Playground Marker

E. Gadsden Green Marker

F. Update on 1947 Robert E. Lee Memorial Highway Roadside Marker (Commissioner Dale Theiling)

G. Miscellaneous Business

H. Adjournment

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, people who need alternative formats, ASL 
(American Sign Language) Interpretation or other accommodation please contact Janet Schumacher at 
(843) 577-1389 or email to schumacherj@charleston-sc.gov three business days prior to the meeting.



Mary Salvo Utsey
          October 8, 1920 - July 31, 1969

Mother, homemaker, civic leader and successful business 
woman. She loved the City of Charleston and cared 
deeply for all its citizens.  She was happy to serve and did 
so proudly.

Elected in 1959 along with Mayor Palmer Gaillard, she 
served two terms as alderman becoming the third woman 
to ever do so.

During her tenure, she served on numerous committees 
and rose to chair the Board of Playgrounds and the 
Committee on Public Charities. 

In 1966, she became the first woman to ever serve as 
Mayor Pro Tem of the City of Charleston.
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Side 1 
 
GADSDEN GREEN   |T1 
 
The neighborhood of Gadsden|1 
Green, also called Fiddlers|2 
Green or Back da Green,    |3 
began around 1852. In that |4 
year, landowner and prolific|5 
slave trader Thomas N.     |6 
Gadsden subdivided a tract |7 
generally bounded by Cannon|8 
St., President St., and    |9 
Gadsden Creek. The marsh at|10 
that time extended several |11 
blocks further inland along|12 
Line St. By 1900 the area  |13 
was a racially diverse but |14 
mostly Black community with|15 
1- and 2-story homes, small|16 
grocery stores, a shipyard,|17 
wharf, and sawmill.        |18 
(continued on next side) 
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Side 2 
 
GADSDEN GREEN   |T1 
(continued from other side) 
 
In 1938 the neighborhood   |1 
was damaged by tornadoes.  |2 
Over the protest of local  |3 
residents, the City of     |4 
Charleston subsequently    |5 
demolished much of the     |6 
neighborhood to build      |7 
Gadsden Green Homes,       |8 
a segregated public housing|9 
complex opened in 1942 and |10 
expanded in 1968. From 1954|11 
to 1970, the City filled   |12 
Gadsden Creek and 100 acres|13 
of saltmarsh with municipal|14 
waste and soil for a City  |15 
dump and urban development,|16 
in what had been a popular |17 
fishing and swimming spot. |18 
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