City of Charleston Homeownership Initiative Commission

Purpose and Organization

Commission Purpose

Charleston City Council established the Homeownership Initiative Commission (HIC) on March 26, 2002.  The enabling Ordinance, which is included in this manual in Appendix 1, charges the Commission with the duties of advising the Mayor, City Council and the Department of Housing and Community Development as to appropriate policies and procedures for implementing the City of Charleston's Homeownership Initiative (HI) Program.  

The Commission is a municipal body consisting of the nine members appointed by the Mayor.  Therefore, the Commission is indirectly responsible to the electorate for its actions through the appointive powers of local elected officials.  There are no legislative powers assigned to the Commission; instead, the Commission carries out the duties it has been assigned through policy actions.  Duties of the Commission fall into two categories, those assigned directly by Council, and those assisting in implementation of aspects of the Homeownership Initiative that are more appropriately handled by an appointed body than by staff.  These duties are:

1. Provision of advice on development of policies and procedures for implementation of the Homeownership Initiative;

2. Consideration of requests for financial assistance under the Homeownership Initiative, serving as a loan review committee advising the City as to approval or disapproval of requests for construction financing for units to be developed/constructed as well as requests for permanent subsidies for units to be sold to eligible buyers;

3. Serve as an appeals body for contract disputes between developers and the City, developers and buyers, or buyers and the City on projects funded under the Homeownership Initiative;

4. Consideration of requests from buyers of assisted units regarding subordination, assumptions of loans and waivers of resale price, qualified purchaser, qualified renter and/or user restrictions as outlined in the Restrictive Covenants; and

5. Consideration of staff recommendations for the City's execution of its right of first refusal to purchase Homeownership Initiative homes put up for resale.

Commission Structure

The Homeownership Commission is comprised of nine members appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the City Council.  The chairperson is elected by the Commission for a specific term of office that will not necessarily be concurrent with his/her appointment to the Commission.  The Commission will meet no less than monthly and attendance of members at the meetings is a prerequisite for continuing membership.  Commission members who miss three consecutive meetings, or four meetings during the course of a year, may be removed from the Commission.  In this event, the chairperson shall notify the Mayor that a member is in violation of the attendance requirement and should be removed from the Commission rolls.  The Mayor shall then appoint a new member.

